Name _____________________________________
Period _____
#________

Birds of a Beak Eat Together - Directions

Background Information:  

You are part of a group of hungry birds looking for a good food supply.  How do you know how to find the best food for you?  Well, it depends upon the kind of food found in an area and how easily you can get to the food.

Luckily, there are many types of feeding habitats nearby.  In this activity, you and your flock will fly to each one of the habitats and try to find food. Your teacher will provide your flock with a model of a beak and a plastic cup.  Six different feeding habitats and food supplies are arranged around the room.  Your flock’s job is to determine the habitat and food supply your beak is best suited for. Happy flying and good eating!

Objective:  To model the beak adaptations of birds and study how effective the adaptations are in obtaining different types of food.

Procedure:

1. On your record sheet, describe the tool you have been given to represent the beak of a bird.  

2. Listen to your teacher describe each habitat.  On your record sheet, predict in which habitat it will be easiest for you to obtain food.

3. At the teacher’s signal, move to your first assigned habitat and designate one person to collect the food.  Remember, you are collecting the food NOT the food and the habitat.

4. At the teacher’s signal, the student should use the “beak” to collect food in the cup provided.  Stop when the teacher says time is up.
5. On your chart, indicate what percentage of the food you caught with your beak.

6. Discuss with your flock how easy or difficult it was to get food at the habitat.  Record your results in the correct row of the feeding chart.  
7. Return the collected food to the station leaving the station ready for the next group.

8. At the teacher’s signal, move to the next station and alternate partners to obtain food.  Repeat steps 4, 5, and 6 at each station, always remembering to wait for the teacher’s signals.

Name __________________________________________
Period _____
# _____

Birds of a Beak Eat Together – Record Sheet

1. Description of your flock’s beak.

________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Prediction of habitat and food best suited to your beak.  Give a reason for your prediction. (Hypothesis!)
________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________


FEEDING CHART

	Station Number
	Food Supply

(represented by)
	Habitat

(represented by)
	% of food

caught
	Description of hunting technique and success

	      1


	Small plants

(bran flakes)
	Floating in lake

(water)
	
	

	      2


	Small animals

(10 raisins)
	Buried in mud

(wet bran flakes)
	
	

	      3


	Nectar

(juice)
	Base of flower

(flask)
	
	

	      4


	Small insects

(10 gummy bears)
	Bark of tree

(foil)
	
	

	      5


	Mice

(10 pompoms)
	Grass

(plastic grass)
	
	

	      6


	Nuts – must be cracked open

(10 tic tacs)
	Buried in leaves

(bran flakes)
	
	


Discussion & Conclusion

In the area below, analyze the results of this lab using the data from the table and the information you learned about Natural Selection.  This paragraph should be a minimum of seven sentences and include all of the requirements in the list below.

 While analyzing, make sure you:

· Describe what happened in the experiment and include results from the data. If you have numbers, use them!
· Explain if the data supports your hypothesis or not

· Describe what factors influenced the results (explain why the data turned out the way it did)

· Include scientific knowledge or ideas that apply to the experiment and BE SPECIFIC, Would any changes happen over time?
· Were there any errors made during the experiment?

· Explain how the experiment could be improved the next time to help minimize sources of errors.

· Finish the paragraph with a concluding sentence that sums up the results of the experiment and the science information the experiment covers.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
